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Resumo

As Uvalas séo um tipo particular de depressdes
carsticas fechadas. Embora outros tipos de
depressdes fechadas - dolinas e poljes — sejam
regularmente listados e relativamente bem
definidos em relagéo & morfologia da superficie
carstica, as uvalas séo ou excluidas ou
vagamente identificadas. A idéia principal da tese
€ iniciar um estudo sistematico das uvalas, a fim
de obter um significado claro do termo uvala e
evitar o seu abandono na carstologia e na
geomorfologia geral. Dentro do estudo, 43
exemplos de uvalas foram selecionados. As
uvalas selecionadas estdo localizadas no carste
Dinarico e no carste dos Carpatos-Balcans.
Todos os exemplos foram processados
digitaimente da mesma maneira. A criagcdo de
modelos digitais de elevacéo de alta resolugéo
permitiu a quantificagdo dos parametros
morfométricos, a geragdo de mapas de
declividade, bem como a aplicagdo descritiva,
exploratdria e inferencial das analises
estatisticas. A construcédo do sistema de
informag6es geogréaficas das uvalas estudadas
foi feita utilizando softwares SIG. Em 12 uvalas
estudadas, foi realizado um mapeamento
geoldgico-estrutural detalhado que revelou o
desenvolvimento dominante das uvalas ao longo
de zonas tectonicamente fraturadas em escala
regional. Vérias questdes delicadas relacionadas
com a posicao das uvalas no sistema carste de
depressdes fechadas séo discutidas: problemas
terminoldgicos, génese, relacdo com outros
processos geomorfoldgicos (fluviais e glaciais),

bem como as dire¢des para as futuras pesquisas.

Uma definicdo revisada do termo uvala é
sugerida, possibilitando oportunidades para
futuras discussdes e aprimoramentos.
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Abstract

Uvalas are a particular type of karst closed
depressions. While other types of closed
depressions — dolines and poljes — are regularly
listed and relatively well defined in overviews of
karst surface morphology, the uvalas are either
excluded or their vague identification is stressed.
The leading idea of the thesis is to start a
systematic study of uvalas, in order to obtain the
clear meaning of the term uvala and prevent its
abandoning in karstology and general
geomorphology. Within the study, 43 examples of
uvalas have been selected. The studied uvalas
are located in the Dinaric karst and karst of the
Carpatho-Balkanides. All the case examples have
been digitally processed in the same way.
Creation of high-resolution digital elevation
models enabled quantification of morphometrical
parameters, generation of inclination maps and
cross-sections, as well as application of
descriptive, exploratory and inferential statistical
analyses. Formation of the geographical
information system of the studied uvalas was
done using GIS software packages. In 12 studied
uvalas, detailed structural-geological mapping
has been carried out, which revealed dominant
development of uvalas along tectonically broken
zones of regional scale. Several delicate issues
related to the position of uvalas in the system of
karst closed depressions are discussed:
terminological problems, genetic issues, relation
to other geomorphological processes (fluvial and
glacial), as well as some directions for future
research. A revised definition of the term uvala is
suggested, leaving the opportunity for further
discussions and upgrades.
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